NURTURING FAITHFULNESS

1. Page 1,  Introduction:  Updated the introduction to take out references to circumstances at the time we adopted the document in 2005.  No changes of substance.
2. Page 4, Opportunities to be more intentional,  Introductory paragraph,  and #1:  tightened the language.   

3. Page 5, #5, updated slightly to more accurately describe our experience as a meeting.  Deleted a former #6 on “discernment groups.”  In 2005 we foresaw the development of small mutual discernment groups.  This has not happened.  Subsequent references to discernment groups have also been deleted.
4. **Page 6, The meeting’s formal guidance.  Here and in the Handbook we have deleted references to “Mutual Spiritual Accountability Groups.”  We expected the development of this structure, but it has not evolved.  The proposed guidelines de-emphasize such groups but leave way open for them to develop.  Subsequent references to Mutual Spiritual Accountability Groups have been deleted.
5. **The last paragraph of this section is moved up from the following section and strengthened.  Here and at other places in “Nurturing Faithfulness” and the “Handbook” we are attempting to clarify and emphasize what is meant and what is not meant when we say that “the meeting is taking a ministry under its care.”


6. Page 6-7, Deepening our capacity for…:  Most of the changes to this section have to do with changing from future tense to present tense(at the time of the earlier writing the Gifts and Leadings Committee had not yet been appointed).  The only significant change is adding the last point “managing the Member Ministries budget.”  In 2005 this was done by Finance Advisory.  What is reflected here has been our practice for a few years.  The committee still brings allocations to the meeting for approval __________ [minute from 2010].


7. Page 8, Historical Background:  There is some minor updating acknowledging evolution in contemporary practice.


8. Page 9-10, Glossary:  Amended only to take into account changes noted above:  deleting references to “Discernment Groups” and “Mutual Spirituality Groups” and changing references to “Dedicated Spiritual Accountability Groups” to “Spiritual Accountability Groups.”

9. Pages 11 & 12, Bibliography:  The bibliography has been updated.
HANDBOOK

1. **Page 3, Determining when to submit, last paragraph, spells out that the request goes to G&L and then is reported to the meeting.


2. Page 4, Clearness, B, 2: minor wording changes for clarity


3. **Page 4, A 3 Testing Clearness:  Changes to a & b reflect a desire to deepen attunement to the Spirit in the process, Page 5, g& i , adds issues that have arisen in the meeting’s experience to be considered by clearness committees.

4. Page 5, Discerning the clearness of the individual…:  Changes in wording mostly for clarity and precision.  No change in substance.


5. Page 6, Report of the Clearness Committee:  Changes for clarity and precision, delete reference to Mutual and Dedicated Spiritual Accountability Groups.


6. **Page 7, What does it mean…:  This is an entirely new section.  This builds on change #5 in “Nurturing Faithfulness.”  It is an attempt to further clarify what can and cannot be expected when the meeting takes a ministry under its care.


7. Page 8, Spiritual Accountability:  Deletes references to Dedicated and Mutual Spiritual Accountability Groups.


8. **b.  The spirit in which…and d.Relationship with the meeting:  Strengthened to reflect growing understanding of when ministry is in right relationship with the Spirit and with the meeting.

9. Page 9, h…:  Reflects emerging practice; i Changes in the leading: change reflects experience of the meeting.


10. Page 9, 2, d:  Clarifies procedure.


11. **Page 9-10. Further clarifies the role of the Spiritual Accountability Group.


12. Page 10 deletes the descriptions of Dedicated and Mutual Spiritual Accountability Groups from the main body but retains a description in [brackets] in case it might be useful for future reemergence of the practice of mutual spiritual accountability groups.


13. Page 10, Queries:  changed only to accommodate the Dedicated/Mutual changes.


14. Page 11, Minutes of Religious Service:   Changes in introductory descriptive paragraph updated for accuracy.  Page 12, Sample Minute added section to last paragraph to reflect experience and emerging practice.


15. Page 14, Out of pocket costs:  A section was deleted here.  The change was approved in 2005 but not corrected in this place in the document.


16. **Page 14,  added final paragraph to section on Providing support for minister’s living expenses:  New paragraph added for clarity and reflects discussions in meeting for business in the spring of 2009.


17. Page 14, Discerning the rightness…and Discerning the level and form…:  Adjusted to conform to practice previously approved by the meeting for business.  See note #6 on “Nurturing Faithfulness.”

18. ** Page 15, Raising funds…:  Changes clarify practice.

19. **Page 16,  Companions for Travel…:  Changes reflect experience and deepening understanding of the role of companions.

